
 
Associate Curator/Curator of African Art 

 
North Carolina Museum of Art 

Raleigh North Carolina 
 

The North Carolina Museum of Art (NCMA) seeks an innovative, experienced, and 
team-oriented Associate Curator/Curator of African Art who has extensive knowledge 
of African and African Diaspora art and who will have direct responsibility over 
museum programming and collections in these areas. Responsibilities include 
presentation and interpretation of the collection, research and recommendation of 
acquisitions of works of art, cultivation of collectors and donors, scholarly research 
and publication of the collection, and participation in a wide variety of educational 
programs: public lectures, gallery talks and tours, and docent training.  The curator 
will organize and/or coordinate special exhibitions of African and African Diaspora 
art. This position reports to the Chief Curator and will participate in exhibition 
development teams with members of various museum departments. The position 
operates with a high degree of independence, determining priorities based on 
expertise, strengths of the collections, and integration with programs of the 
museum.   
 
One of the premier cultural institutions in the Southeast, the NCMA has an 
internationally renowned art collection, primarily focused on European and American 
painting and sculpture, with a significant and growing collection of historical and 
contemporary African Art, as well as smaller collections of Ancient Egyptian, Classical 
Mediterranean, Ancient American, and Judaic art. Programming and exhibition 
development involving the newly expanded Museum Park reach across collection 
areas. 
 
The NCMA’s African collection offers a broad representation of the arts of many 
African nations, with strengths in works from Nigeria, Ghana, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), Cameroon, South Africa, Kenya, and Tanzania. The 
NCMA’s collection of African art began in the late 1960s with a core group of 
primarily of sub-Saharan objects. Subsequent acquisitions have either built on the 
existing strengths of the collection or have addressed important historical or regional 
gaps. A collaborative approach between the African and Contemporary collections to 
acquire and rotate works by contemporary African and African Diasporic artists is a 
testament to the NCMA’s global approach to the presentation and interpretation of 
African art. A recent re-installation of the African collection tripled the gallery space 
and doubled the number of works on view.  The ongoing development and expansion 
of this collection is a high priority of the strategic plan for the NCMA’s collection. 
 
The successful candidate will possess wide-ranging interests and a broad 
understanding of the history of African art, art of the African Diaspora, contemporary 
African art, and current scholarship and curatorial practice in the field of African art. 
M.A. in African art history or related discipline is required, Ph.D. preferred. Minimum 
of three years progressively responsible curatorial experience and a demonstrated 
record of scholarship, exhibitions, and publications. Must be fluent in at least one 
modern foreign language and be proficient in the languages required for active 
scholarship in his/her chosen area of specialization.   
 

The Associate Curator/Curator of African Art should demonstrate:  
Proven ability to conceptualize, research, direct, and organize multifaceted and 



complex exhibitions and publications. Ability to work collaboratively with Museum 
staff and other colleagues in the planning and development of exhibitions and 
publications.  Ability to work with living artists and determine the terms and 
conditions for exhibitions and commissioned projects. Working knowledge of legal 
and ethical aspects of collecting and exhibiting in transnational and cross-cultural 
contexts. Knowledge of interpretive strategies and issues related to exhibition 
design. Ability to write and edit exhibition texts. Ability to present public lectures and 
give gallery tours. Excellent interpersonal skills with donors, and demonstrated 
ability to secure donations of works of art and financial contributions in support of 
exhibitions.  Knowledge of museum standards for collections security and 
management.  Familiarity with contemporary conservation techniques and practices. 
Knowledge of and established relationships with, institutions and individuals with 
related collections or programs. Knowledge of sources of funding for research and 
exhibitions, with demonstrated ability to pursue such funding.  Ability to work some 
weekends and evenings as needed. Ability to travel on behalf of the Museum as 
necessary. 

 
To apply, please submit an online application via this link:  The online application 
must be submitted by 5:00 pm on the closing date of February 9, 2018: 
 
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/northcarolina/jobs/1950065/curator-of-african-
art?category[0]=Arts&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJob
s 
 
For any questions regarding the position or the application process, please contact 
Linda Dougherty, Chief Curator, NCMA, at:  linda.dougherty@ncdcr.gov 
 
 


